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PRIVATE EQUITY /
POST-M&A DISPUTES

Collyer Bristow's Commercial Disputes team advises private equity investors, including Family Offices, firms from a wide-
range of industry sectors and other parties involved in both sides of the M&A transaction process, to resolve disputes, quickly
and in their best interests.

Often involving complex, cross-border issues, our team has a great deal of experience in resolving the full range of post-M&A
disputes, either via the courts, arbitration or by helping to secure an out-of-court settlement.

RECENT CASE HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
Breach of warranty / fraud claims

»  We successfully acted for in a cross-border matter for the warrantors of a Swiss pharmaceutical company following its
$500,000 sale to a multi-national pharmaceutical company. The purchaser claimed damages from alleged breach of
warranty and fraudulent misrepresentation.

»  We recently acted in an £18m claim for a post-completion breach of warranties / fraud, breach of fiduciary duty and deceit
regarding an online furniture retailer. We exerted pressure to gain an early and beneficial settlement for our investor client
via mediation. The proceeds were then utilised for a credit-bid funded pre-pack.

» We are currently defending a real estate developer, in a dispute with an investor in a claim for breach of warranty and/or
misrepresentation regarding the size and investment potential of a property development.
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Recent case highlights continued...
Earnout disputes

» Following the sale of their company, we successfully acted the for ex-management team of an investment management
company regarding disputes on earnout, issues concerning way the company was run post-completion due to a breach of
FCA regulations and the interrogation of a 'bad leaver’ provision.

Breach of contract

» We are acting in arbitration proceedings for the Italian distributor of medical equipment against the supplier. Our client's
claim is extremely complex, with cross-border elements and includes breaches of contract and potential tortious claims
against the manufacturer for failing to supply products in a timely manner or at all and for charging illegitimate price
increases.

Minority oppression

» We are currently acting for an investor in a claim against a founder-shareholder at a start-up regarding an investment
agreement with protective provisions for the founder.

» We advised our innovative automotive client on the successful negotiation of a settlement and exit of an under-performing
CEO, including the transfer of his management incentive shares to the remaining shareholders. (Dispute value - £5m).

Investment Mandate disputes

» We acted for an environmental science firm pursuing claims and relief in the High Court against former employees, former
shareholders and other related parties who exploited trade secrets and confidential information to setup a competitor
company. The claims included an alleged unlawful means conspiracy between the respective defendants.

Valuation disputes

» We acted in a £15m dispute for the shareholders of a green fuel tech company where board misrepresentation had resulted
in a significant loss in share value. We successfully managed to secure that shares were sold at a premium.

»  We acted in a £5.5m claim where the actions of offending shareholders via an unlawful means conspiracy between the
respective defendants had reduced the value of our client’s shares to zero. We managed to force a split trial and obtained an
order for counterfactual evaluation valuing the shares at the pre-unfair prejudice valuation.

Recent client feedback:

"HIGHLY COMPETENT, COMMERCIAL AND PRACTICAL"

"TENACIOUS IN ACHIEVING THE BEST RESULTS FOR CLIENTS”

"TACTICALLY VERY ASTUTE"
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Key contacts:

1

ROBIN HENRY

Partner - Head of Dispute
Resolution Services

+44 20 7470 4429

+44 7943 503198
robin.henry@
collyerbristow.com

STEPHEN ROSEN

Partner

Commercial Disputes
+44 207468 7208

+44 7770 986494
stephen.rosen@
collyerbristow.com
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NICHOLA LEACH

Senior Associate
Comercial Disputes
+44 20 7468 7209
+44 7793 168795
nichola.leach@
collyerbristow.com

CRAIG DEUCHRASS

Senior Associate
Commercial Disputes

+44 20 20 7468 7265
+44 7947 531962
craig.deuchrass@
collyerbristow.com

Private Equity / Post-M&A Disputes

PETER PRATT

Senior Associate
Commercial Disputes
+44 20 7468 7271

+44 7774 601576
peter.pratt@

collyerbristow.com

JEAN-MARTIN LOUW

Associate
Commercial Disputes
+44 20 7470 4592
+44.7796 712840
jean-martin.louw@
collyerbristow.com
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For more information please visit

COLLYERBRISTOW.CO

COLLYERBRISTOW.COM  w @COLLYER_BRISTOW mCOLLYER-BRISTOW-LLP

Disclaimer: The information and opinions contained in this document are for general interest and information purposes only and are not intended to constitute specific
legal, commercial or other professional advice. It should not be relied on or treated as a substitute for specific advice relevant to particular circumstances, While we seek to
ensure that the contents are not misleading or outdated, you should obtain specific legal advice before making or refraining from making any business or personal
decisions. Collyer Bristow LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England under number OC318532, registered office St Martin’s Court, 10 Paternoster Row,
London, EC4M 7EJ, and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Any reference to a partner means a member of the LLP or an employee with
equivalent standing and qualifications. A list of the members is available for inspection at the above address. This firm maintains professional indemnity insurance in
accordance with the rules of the Solicitors Regulation Authority. © 2024 Collyer Bristow LLP
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